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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
In accordance with 37 CFR 1.51, 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants submit 



herewith patents, foreign patent documents or other information listed on attached form 
PTO/SB/08A for consideration by the Examiner in connection with examination of the 
present application. 



This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an 



admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein is "prior art" for 
this invention unless specifically designated as such. 



Under 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 



shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 



The Examiner's attention is directed to the foreign patent documents listed on 



attached form PTO/SB/08A. Foreign patent documents DE 3 1 34 750, DE 195 40 220, DE 
195 40 217 and DE M 19790 XI/35b are discussed in the BACKGROUND OF THE 
INVENTION of the present application. All of the foreign patent documents listed on the 
PTO/SB/08A Form, except DE M 19790 XI/35b, were cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in connection with a counterpart PCT patent application, 
PCT/EP2005/001272, which corresponds to the present application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the Applicants are 
aware of any mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this paper together with the attached Information Disclosure 
Statement (2 pages); Forms PTO/SB/08A (2 pages); and foreign patent documents (1 book); and 
return postal card are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in 
an envelope addressed to: 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



On December 1,2006. 



Wendy E. Nanle 

Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn & Burkhart, LLP 
2851 Charlevoix Drive, S.E., Suite 207 
Post Office Box 888695 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49588-8695 
(616) 975-5500 
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An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JANSEN et al. 

By: Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn & Burkhart, LLP 



Date: December 1, 2006. 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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